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The two only Sons of the Emperour . | 
of GREECE. | 
Deciphering their wonderful Births, {| 
their Valiant Archicvements, their Hero1- 
cil Minds, and their Noble | 
Enterpriſes. | 
Drawn up in a ſhort Volume, on pur- 
pole to give the better fatisfaRtion to 4 
them that dcfire to hear and know | 
the truth in few wordt. 
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Chap. I. 
Ham the Lady Bellllant, ſiſter to K ing Pepin, 
Was ſolewmly married $7 tbe Emperour d 


Greece, and hom they departed towards 
Conſtantinople. 


* # i 
> 1 


LEI Bf Here Lived a worthy and re- 


8 - — 


I nowned King in the ſamaug 
Kingdom of France, called 

7 1 1 17 Kiog Pepin, who had one ou- 
GE ly fiit:r, whoſe name was 
5 Belliſant; this beautiſul 
Lady was no leſs vertuous than comely, noi 
A 3 Nd 


— — — :. — 
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io cls © t; than both. She 
ly bee all forts of people: the 
x.loved ber ſor her Clemency, the 

2 2 ber ſor her fidelity, the Com- 
le, for her {wcet = rn and 
the poor loved her for her Charicy. 


Fhe fame ofthis gallant Lady reſounded 
only through, = Principal Povinces of 
Frence, but through all the whole world; 
dom ont end tothe other 3 ſo that to this La- 
dy came many a Princely Potentate, hoping 
to gain-her good will in Marriage. Amongt 
of the rel of her noble and renowned Suppli- 
"ants, came the high and mighty Emperour of 
Greece, who aſter many daics Ipent in the 
Court of France, atchieved the beauteous La- 
di love; and with the conſent of her Bro- 
mes and all the Nobility, he took her to 
wiſe; Share a-long and ſpacious time was 
4 ſpent in kealting and merriment, to ſolem- 
mixe the Royal and Nuptial bonds of Ma- 
", * gfimony,: which were made between the Em- 


2 fair Beſiſant, Siſter to the King of 


Dat now bchold what came to paſs on the 
1 There came a Poſt ſent from Con- 


e, to certific the Emperour, that 


there as * to bea great inſurrection and 
de combu- 


r 
— 
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of Valentine and Orſon. 
combuſtion in many of his Provinces, ex- 
2 his Highneſs would be pleaſed to make 
2 ſpeedy return to his own Country, therchy 
to pacific the outrages of the people, and re- 
new a ſettled peace. 

The Emperour and his friends having ta- 
ken the matter into their conſideration, how 
that Diviſions might be a means to raiſe mute- 
nies, and mutenies to raiſe ſeditions, and ſedi- 
tions to raiſe civil wars, and that civil wars 
might bring ruine and deſtruction, both on 
himſelſ and all his adherents for ever: There- 
fore he rather chufing to ſorſa ke his pleaſures 
in France, than to endanger the ruine of his 
own Kingdom, took leave of his Brother the 


ro their Court at Conſtantinople. 

Their dcparture cauſed great heavineſs at 
the Court, inſomuch that there was never 
more forrowlul hearts, grieved minds, and 
weeping eyes than at that time, for the de- 
parture of that modeſt and well governcd 
Lady, who with her Lord in ſhort ſpace ar- 


rived at their delired Haven. 
M4 


Chap. 


King of France, and the reſt of the Princes 


and Nobles of his Court ; he prepared him- 
ſell with his fair Bride, for their journey un- 


Chap. II. 


on trecebery Frede by the Arch-Prisf 
[ of Conſtantinople, ageinft the fair Emprefi 
q Belliſanc. 


NO Gooner was the Emperour, and his 
| LV fair Empreſs arrived at the Port of 
Conflentizipte, but they were entertained 
wich as much joy and Solemnity, as if the 
Gods themſelves had deſcended from Olym- 
P, to give welcome for thoſe long lookt for 
Guests: and for a congratulation they pre- 
| "pared all manner of dainty fare, all manner 
of "rare 'Mufick, and all forts of rich Orna- 
- mens fit for their wearing. 
= " Many Kings, Princes, Lords, and La- 
des came from other Countrics, and pre- 
' ſented many Rich and cofily Gifts to the 
royal and beautiful Empreſs, the Lady B.- 
na; nd happy were they that could have 
much Favour, as to kiſs her Princely 


71 . as Morpheus and 2 diſtractech 
1 nd txoubleth' Love-ſiek perſons, whether 
they ſtep or wake, ſo dorh Fortune and en- 


vy aQ tl eir parts of cruelty and tyranny 
4 1 1 " among 


FTE: | ; 


== - — —— —— — 


— — — 


of Valentine and Orſon. 


armongft the chief Monarchs and Princes, as 
may appear by thoſe Golden Pair of Turtles, 
the Emperour and his loving Mate. In that 
Court of great Magnificence there lived a 
ſuppoſed Religious man, whoſe title was 
Arch-Prieſt, or Arch-Biſhop : but he proved 
himſelf to be an Arch- Traitor, as you ſhall 
preſently hear. 

This Arch-Prieſt was a great Favourite 
to the Emperour, and ſo well thought of in 
the Empcrours Court among the Nobilty, 
that whatſoever he faid was a Law: For if 
there was any one had any buſineſs with 
the Emperour, they could not get admittance 
without the Arch-Priefts conſcnt : Wich 


the Empreſs Beliſant perceiving , thinking 


him to be a juft and upright man, afforded 


him the like reſpec as others did, and often- 
times in ſecret would reveal her mind unto 
him. 

Upon a time it came to paſs, they being 
all alone together, he being filled with luſt 
and carnal detire, burſt forth in theſe words 
unto her. 

Moſt beauteous, fair and comely Lady, | 
your humble and devoted Servant, with all 
the re ſpects belonging to fuch a noble perſo- 
nage as you are, deſire the grant of one boon 


un G 


— —— — — — —— — — 7” SIMI 


1 ES: keep thine own counſel, and I will no far- 


The Famens Hiftory | 
unto, which if you perform, I am a liv 
ing man, if- you deny, you arc à dead wo 


mane | : 

The Lady hearing him ſay (o, anſwered. 
im in this manner: | 
Sir, I am as yet but a firanger in this 
Empire, bnt yet will I afford you any thing 
thac is mine to give, ſo far forth 2s reafon 
doth require, and that my Princely Husband 
hen Madam, quoth he, this it is, I de- 
— your love, inſomuch that I may embrace 
the (wcet and pleaſant enjoyments of your 
— to do with you according to my 
will. 

When the Lady heard him talk, and find - 
ing him to be lufiful minded, ſhe ſpake unto 
him in this manner. 
O thou diſſembling hypocrite, thou falle 
and ſaithleſs tyrant, thou blood ſucking 
tꝛraytor, thou perjured villain, how canti 
thou fot ſhame ak ſuch a queſtion cf me? 
Didft thou not once (wear to be true to thy 
Lord and Mafier, and wilt thou now go 
about to taviſh his cſpouſed Wife ? Depart 
from me, and for the faule thou wouldefi 
have committed ask God forgiveneſs, and 


. thes 
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of Valentine and Orſon. : 


ther ſpeak of it. When the wicked wretch | 
had received his denial, he preſently depart- 
ed the Room, vowing to be avenged of the 
e Lady : and ſo having laid a platform of mil- | 
chief in readineſs to work his deſign, went | 
id fo the Emperour, and ſpake unto him in this | 
10 ſort. 


” O my Noble Lord and Maſtet I that have 
been all times well known to your ſelf your 


true and faithful fervant, and beloved of all | 

e. men for my loyalty to your Highnefs, I am | 
cel now with gricf of heart enforced to reveal a 
ſecret unto you, which is of great concern- 
yl Ment : and this it is, | 5 
The Lady Beliſant your wife, which you 

1.4 thought to be ſo vertuous, chaſt, and honeſt, 
tol is Known and found to be otherwiſe; For 
why, ſhe hath conſpired your Death, acted 

ſe} Treaſon againft your perſon, and the Chi! 
gf Which is now in her Womb is of another 
n mans begettivg : and therefore N ble Six, 
I think there is no better courſe to be taken, 
y than to ſend her away to France, from whence 
of (he came, and that ſuddenly and privily, that 
t 
i 


the world may not take notice of what is 
done. 


When the Emperour had heard chi; 
firan;2e Relation from the falſe 4 flembiing 
Atch- 


— 
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. The famous Hiſtory 
Viritor, his wrath was ſo much infa - 
that he had neither the Patience nor 0 
er to ſorbear, but preſently ran into the ly 


Room where his harmleſs Lady was ſi icting jo! 


all alone. in her ſolitary dumps: So taking | 
his advantage , ran Areightwaics unto her, 
and taking p hold of her hair, pull:d her to the | 
ground, y — her on the bon with his Fiſts, 
and ſtom pt upoa her with his fcer, inſomuch 
that the blood iſſued out from her Noſe and 
mouth fo violcatly, that the like was handly 
ever ſeen. 

But at laſt, when he had tired himfclf 
with abufing this Lady, he ſtood panting 
for breath, thinking co have gone to her 
agen. 

Mcan while ſhe was recovered upon her 
knees; and as ſhe was kne:ling, ſhe ſpake to 
him ſaying, 

O my dear Lord, what is the reaſon that 
without cauſe you deal thus cruelly with 
me? I defire you, my good Lord, co ſpare 
me my bir; if not for my on ſake, yet let 
it be dons for the I-:fanis fake which 1s yet 
unborn. | 
| Well qurth the Emp-rour, I will ſparc 
thee thy Life but this (hall be thy doom, that 


they halt for ever be ban · ſhed from my pre- 
2 ſence, 


ence, and be fent to thy brother in France; 
with a writing upon thy breſt, for all that 
Jook on thee to read, how that for thy diſloy- 
ty to thy Husband, for thy Treacherous 
Plots deviſed, and for the acting the part 
f Strumpet, thou art baniſhed the Royal 
burt of Conftentinoph 3; and therefore pre- 
[pare thy ſelf to night to be gone to morrow, 
[for here is no longer time for you to abide. 


| 
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Chap. III. 


Eu * Empreſs Belliſant, being baniſhed 51 8 
the Emperonr, travelled into France, and the Þ th 
Arrange 8 of 2 and Orſon. n tl 
een 
0 0 when morning was come, the di- 
N Rrefſed Lady Belliſant was ſer on horſe- 
back, according to the Emperours command, 
having no other company to goalong with 
her, but one man which was her ſervant, and 
came out of France with her. Now mark | 
what happened to them in their journey: for 
the Proverb ſaith that one Swallow doth not | 
make a Summer, neither doth one miſery go 
by i ſelſ. 
4s they were paſſing through a huge and 
ſpacious Forreſt, the Lady tound her ſelſ 
Souls difireſſed : and St great with 
Child, alighted from her horſe, and ſent hcr 
ſcrvant to ſcck ſome woman to help her in 
her extremity, the fitting the whileſt under P. 
the: .boughs of a tree. The Gentleman 
with — made all the haſte he could 
poſſibly do, but before he returned back 
again tic Lady was delivered of two Sons, 


of which an ugly ſhe-Bear coming along, 
| caught 
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aught one of them up, and ran away with 
im, carrying him to her D. n, to be a prey 
77 ber young ones. The Lady purived | the 
:a3 fo recover her ſon, but in vein, ſhe be- 
g alſo fo weak, that ſhe could not return 
the place where ſh: had left her other Son- 
in the mean tim, the K ng having that day 
cen on hunting, chanc'd to find him, a 
im up and putting him to nurſe, calling his 
ame Valiutine; Ot whom you ſhall hear 
ore hereafter, in the ſubſequent diſcourſe of 
is Hiſto Y 
The Bcar ( as by providence it came to 
als ) never devoured the child that fhe car- 
ied to her Den, nor had her whelps any 
Dower at all to do it any heim, fo that as the 
ears young ones did fuck her, ſhe gave ſuck 
o the child alſo, till ſuch time that he became 
le ie ſhitt for himſell. And when he came 
jo be of the age of a man, he h d humane ſence 
ke a man, but had not the ſcecch nor ule of 
ny language zt all, and was all overgrown 
ith hair | ke unto a Bear, becauſe he had 
fuckt of th: B-ars milk, he was alſo as wild 
+ any lavage b.att that was in thr Forreſt, 
nd did fo many ſtrange exploits, deſtroying 
f men and women, tha: none. durſt come : 
ear the pla.e where he war. 


The 
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_ "The ſemous Hiſtory, 
k, The other brother was brought up in the 
| Court of France , by the meant of King Pe- 
pin, which was his own Unde, although un- 
known to them both; and they called his] ©_ 
name Valentine, and the wilde mans name 

they called Orſon. 


he 


= 
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"ol Valentine My Orſon. 
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6 - Chip, IV. 


How valentine: eomguered Orl on, and Lrougbt 
bim to the Royal Court of bis Uncle King 
; TO. 


His Valentim was of ſuch a Noble and 
heroick courage, and gallant. behaviour, 
that he was known to be the chieſeſt and ableſt 


man at Arms that was in all che noted Court 


of France, and would encounter any man that 
came to oppoſe him. | 

This Valentine hearing the Rrange reports 
of Orſon, how he overcame' and conquer- 
ed all that ever came ntar Him, reſolved on 
a time to try his valour, courage and magna- 
nimity, and veutute his life with the wild 
man Orſon, not thinking he had been his 
brother. 

And thus being eouragiouſly mounted on 
horſeback, (rich and gallantly clad in Armour 
bright, with a moſt excellent ſword by his 
ſide) he rode to the ſpacious Foreſt, to nd 
Out the wild man, which he quickly did and 
upon his near and ſudden approach, he found 
him preparcd for the Cumbatr, and ria- 
dy to encounter him, for indecd 0% n ne- 

B ver 


* as 4 K. - 
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Te Famons Hiſtory 
ver went unprovided of his great Weapon, 
which was a mighty Club, made of an Oa- 
ken tree: wiih which at the firſt ſalute he 
gave Valentines Horſe fuchs bang on the Noſe; 
that he beat out his brains; and then was 
Valentine bound to fight for his life, for to fly 
it was in vain. 

Thus was the Combate with great courage 
rene wed, and FValemine with his ſword and 
Orſon with tas! Club fought along time, and |: 
drew much blood of one another: But at 
the laſt Valemine through skill and policy van- 
quiſhed Orſon, who was far more ſtronger |* 
than b1miclt; and having obtained an ablo- 
lute conqutſt, immediately after brought him 
bound to the King .of France, where many 
firange and wonderful atchivements were |, 
performed by thoſe two Noble brothers. 


y 
Chap. V. 


of Valentine and Orſon. 
Chap. V. | 


Ha valentine and Orfon went tp aſſiſt the the 
. Dake of Aqultein: where. 0 ſon conquered 
the Green Knight. Edt it: <1 ED 


Alentine _ Orſon POT. in the- 
Court, there arrived 2 meſſenger from 
"a Duke of Aquitain z who bring admitted 
into the Kings = nce, ſaid as followeth: 

Mott Mighty King, my Maſter the Duke ct 
Aquitsin, intreateth your M. jeſty 20 commi- 
ſerate the ſad condition of himgand his coun» 
. try, being. invaded) by a Pagan, called the 
' Green Knight, upon no other cauſe but to 
> [fake away bis only daughter, the fair La- 
dy Eczon, . which he hath (worn to effect, un- 
ls by ſome worthy Chriſtian Knight he be 
vanquiſhed within forty daies: many have 
already advencured agiinſt him, all which 
he hath overcome, and hanged upon Trees. 
My maſter therefore humbly craves your Ma- 
jeſties aſſiſtance in this extremity. The King 
hearing this, promilcd him aid, and the met- 
ger departed. 

The next day the King, with many hardy 
Kaights amorgtt whom was Valentine, who 


B 2 alſo 
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br Fam Hiftory 

| alſocauſed Orſon to go with him, being na- 
ked, except an iron Jacket, which Valentin? 
had cauſed to be made for him, ſet forward 
towards Aquitain, where the Duke enter- 
tained them as 'befitted ſuch Royal perſona- 
ges, declaring all the deeds which the Green 
— had done, and the ren he had 


9 glemtine 3 this, determined to 5 
the might of this Champion So arming 
himfelf, he rode to his Fent. The Green 
Haight Ceeing him, preſently mounted his 
ves, and between cle begin a moſi crucl 
Comibate, both''giving and receiving many 
5 at 'Telgth the Green Knight ſaid, 
=> - thy Wour 'cauſeth-me-to pity thee, 
fore 1 advife thee to give over : For 
can ovefcome me but t e ſon of a King 
never ſuckt the breafi of + Woman, 
now if thon art fuch a one; thou mailt over- 
come me, if not.! thy fighting is vain. Not- I 
with(lnding Vehentine contiaued the fight t. II þ 
right * parted them,“ and both betook them- 
alder 8 
Palentine eonſidering the Green Knights 
words, and that himſelf had fockt the breafts 
of woman, determined to fend Orſom to try 
his fortune with the Gecen Kuigat: So the 
oO | next 


n. 


of Valentine and Orſon. 


ext day Valentine put his armour upon Orſon, 
ho being mouated, rod to the Green Knight, 
etween whom began a moſt fierce combate, 
10rſon giving him many wounds, which he 
- ſimmediatcly healed with Bilſome that the had 
zbont him for that purpoſe. 

Orſon ſeeing this, thought it in vain to uſe 
his (word any longer, lita he could heat him- 


ſelf ſa quickly; and cafting it away, he betbok 
himſelf to his Nails, where with he fo rent 
bis amour, and wounded his fiſh, that he 
was confirained to fell, and ſubmit himſelf 
to the mercy of the conquerour. The Kiog, 
Palemivie,, and the Duke being joyfut of this 
victory] went to the Green Knight, who: = 
mediately relinquiſhed all his former pre- 
tenſions, conſenting to become 4 Chrittian, 
and be baptized. ''So after ſome few daics 
ſpent in mirth and triumph, the Kir g, Va- 
Ientive and all the Noble Peers of Franc, fo- 
lemnly took their leaves of the Duke, and 
| his fair Daughter the Lidy Fezin, and re- 
turned ag1in tothe Court. 3 
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Chap. 'V I. 


En the Treaſon f the FL Prieft w4 ; dif 


eovired , and hw the Emper ur re- cal, | 


the L1dy Belliſant from ban yo—_es. 


loyal proccedings of the Arch-traytor, |} 
Ich. now return- to ſpeak of what became 
of him, who fo perfidioully ſowed the ſeed 
of {edition between the 6 and the 
Lady Belliſant. 

The Arch - Prieſt perſiſt img (ill in this wicbed 
quality, alwaies zcting and plotting Teeaſon 
egaini one or o her, he thought at laſt to 
have been made Emprrour himſelf: But it 
came to pals, that by z miragulous means his 
treachery was found out, and he arraigned 
for treafom, Wo having the (ſentence of 
Death pronounced againſt him, conſcſſ. d. 
That he had been a molt hort ble forſworn 
ard perjured Villain, and that he had bcen a 
means to divide the Emperour ftem his gra- 
cious and faiihful Lady, and how that all 
the things that were Laid to her charge were 
falſe. 

This and miny other of his fzults he 
openly 


| 
Aviog, thus eceſenced you wich the di(- | 
| 
| 
| 
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of Valentine and Orſon. 


openly conſe ſſed before the Emperour and the 
reſt of his Noble Lords: but as the Old Pro- 
[verb ſaith, For bs open Confeſtm be bad open 
Jo Puniſhment : being +djudged for to ride upon 
4 (a bare ridg' d Horſe, with his face towards 
the Horſe tail, then to be ſet three daies with 
his Ears faſt nailed to the Pibbory and then bis 
. | body to be taken and thrown into a Cauldron of 
r. (boyling Lead, which was a juft reward for a 
ne ſorſworn Traytor. And afterwards the Em- 
,4 | perour ſent for his Queen and ſettled her in 
ne | her Royal Trrone of dignity #gain, where 
they lived many happy ycars in joy and tran- 
d | quality. And as for their two valiant Sons, 
'n Valentine and Orſon, they became the braveſt 
o | Men at Arms that ever Cbriſtendom afforded : 
it | They conquered Gyanis, ſubdued Sarazens, 
is | overcame Cities, defiroyed Catiles, and fought 
d | Many famous and renowned battels againſl 
the Enemies of Chriſtendom, inſomuch that 
the whole world admircd at their couragious 
egterpriſcs and ſortunate ſucceſs. 


K 


